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A 
SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


K I N G. &c. 


St. Matthew, Chap. xxiii. Verl. 1 5. 


Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Eypocrites ; for 
ye compaſs Sea and Land, to make One Profe- 
tte; and when be is made, ye make him two- 
fold more the Child of Hell than yourſelves, 


UR Saviour being ſent of God, to 
reform the World in general, and 
in particular the great Corruptions 


that had over-ſpread the Jews his 

own People, boch in their Pratice and Opinion; 
found the greateſt Oppoſition to his good Deſign, 
from the. Scribes and Phariſees, who being in 
great. Reputation with the common People, _— 
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their moſt ſcrupulous preciſe obſervance of all the 
Traditions of the Elders, and a ſeeming Auſterity 
of Life and Manners, led them wherever they 
pleaſed, and prejudiced them exceedingiy againſt 
his Doctrine, and his Pe:lon. He therefore ſets 
himſelf ro _undeccive theſe People, and let them 
know, what falile and wicked Men thele their 
Guides and Directors were, and how unworthy 
oi their Admiration and Eſteem : that they 
were not in the leaſt, the Men they would ap- 
pear to be; but endeavoured, in all their Acti- 
ons, to make a fine ſhew of Zeal and Holineſs, 
without any Truth or Subſtance ar the bottom; 
and cover'd very bad Deligns under thele Maſques, 
and fair pretences.' Upon chis account it is, thar 
in all his denunciations of Wo and Wrath, to the 


Scribes and Pharifees; he alfo adds, that rhey were 
Hypocrites. He ſays, They bmnd heavy burthens, 
and orievons to be born, on other peoples ſhoulders, 
but would not themſelves move them with one of their 
fingers ; laid heavy Penances on Others chat ot- 
fended, and told them a world of things were 
abſolutely neceſſary, bur liv'd chemſelyes at caſe, 
free from that diſcipline : that all they dd, was to 
be ſeen of Men, and to receive their Praife and 
Honour, living wholly to che World, and its Ap- 


plauſe and Intereſt, withour any good _ 


in any thing they undertook. _— 


> at Whig-Hall, ' November 5. ; 
Reproofs, this of che Text is Qne ; that the very 
Zeal which they, ſhew'd in converting Geatiles 
co the Jewiſh. Faich, -was at the bottom- ſtark 
naught, and tended only to the greater Miſchief 
of thoſe poor People who were converted by 
them. Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypo- 
crites ; for ye ccmpaſs Sea and Land, to 2am One 
Profelyte, and when he i« made, ye make biys two- 
fold more the Child of Fall, than yourſelves. 

Which words we will, Et, Conſider in them- 
(clves. Secondly, See, what Uſe we naay make 
of them: And Laſtly, Make what Application 
may be proper to this preſent Occaſion. 

1. Ot the words in themſelves. To make 4 
Proſelyte, is to gain One over to our Party, or 
Opiaton : and tor a Jew. to make a Prolelyte, 
was, tO convert a Gentilc trom his belief and wor- 
ſhip of many Gods, to the belief and worſhip 
of the One and only. true Gad, and call'd by 
the Jews, the God of 1/rael. Some there were, 
| who were thus converted, and went no far- 
ther ; others were per{waded to embrace the Jewiſh 
Faith, in all its Branches; to be circumciſed, and 
to keep the whole Law of Mz/es, and to be made, 
thereby, partakers of all the Bleſſings promiled 
by God to Abraham's Children. The Ay of thele 
were indeed Proſelyres ro Senſe and Reaſon, and 
returned re Natural Religion, rather chan Pro- 
B 2 lelyres 
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ſelytes ro the Jewiſh Faith, any farther than that 
the belief of One God was the Chief Article of 
ir, and that a Jew became the happy Inſtrument 
of bringing them ro Reaſon. Ir is therefore very 
probable, that the Proſelyres of which our Saviour 
jpeaks in this place, were of the latter ſort, ſuch 
as were circumciſed, and ſubmitted to all the Law 
of Moſes, and whatever elſe of Rites and Cere- 
monies, Cuſtoms and Traditions, were then held 
neceſſary at home, and preach'd abroad by theſe 
new Miſſionaries. To compaſs Sea and Land, is, 
ro take great Pains, to labour hard, and go a 
great way, to undergo much Difficulty, and much 
Hazard, as they who make great Voyages by Sea, 
and Journeys by Land, are wont to do. To make 
One, twofold more a Child of Hell, than bimſelf, 
is to leave him in a worſe Condition than you 
found him, by a great deal: tro make him wic- 
keder, and conſequently much more liable co Pu- 
niſhmene. 

We muſt ſee a little into the meaning of this. 
The bringing Gentiles from the worſhip of many 
Gods to the wotſhip of One and the true One, 
was certainly a good Work, and therefore is nor 
here condemn'd, we may be ſure, by Chriſt; and 
the bringing them co the Jewiſh-Faith, to the belic- 
ving all char Moſes and the Prophets had ſaid, was 
{4 berrer; for thicher our Saviour himfelf remits 


the 
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che Jews, whenthey would know, who, and what 
he was, Search the Scriptures, ſaith he, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal Life, and they are they, 
which teſtifie of Me. This was the beſt prepara- 
tion they could make, to receive him as the Meſſiah, 
promiſed by God to the Fathers, and ſpoken of by 
es and the Prophets ; here the particulars both 
of his Life and Death were to be found ; and up- 
on this Account, the Jews who had. theſe Scrip- 
rures in their hands, and were oblig'd to read 
them carefully, are much more faulty in rejecting 
the Meſſiah, than others could be, who heard of no 
fuch Writings, nor receiv'd them as inſpired Books ; 
and therefore knew of no ſuch Promiſes, or Pre- 
ditions, to be fulfll'd ; the converting therefore 
of Gentiles to the belief of Moſes and the Prophets, 
was the beſt diſpoſition they could put them in, 
for entertaining the Meſiab when they ſhould ſee 
him coming : and therefore the Zeal of theſe Con- 
verting, Miſſionaries, as far as it intended, and ef- 
feed this, was good, and was not condemn'd by 
Chriſt, we may be confident. And becauſe the 
Jews were themſelves circumcis'd by God's Ap- 
intment, and expreſs Command, and could 
not other wiſe be call 'd Jews, nor enter into Cove- 
nant with Ged, nor be partakers of the Bleſſings, 
and peculiar Privileges, promis'd them, as uch ; 
tis very. probable, they muſt induce the Converts 


! 
[THL%. 


6 A Sermon preach'd before the KING, 


they intended to make, that they might be par- 
takers of the ſame Promiles, to enter into the lame 
Covenant, by the ſame way, the Jews did, name- 
ly, by being Circumciſed ; and+conlequemtly they 
muſt become Debtors to the whole Law, and con- 
form exactly to all its Rites and Ceremonies, as 
the Original Jews did. Nor does there appear 
any thing nf Y 5 in all this; for bcfides 
that, Chriſt himſelf ſubmitted to Circumciſion, 
and obſerv'd the Law of Moſes, we find not any 
where, that he condeman'd any One, for doing the 
like. And tho' he inteaded co abrogate that ini- 
tiating Sacrament, and all the Ceremonial Law 
of Moſes, in its proper time, and might therefore 
think ſuch Converſions to Judailm at luch a time, 
and ſo near the Period he would put to it, not 
very ſcalonable or neceſſary; yer 'as not to 
be thought, he would condemn with ſuch ſeverity 
and ſharpaels, the Zeal of ſuch as ſhould attempr 
tro convert the Gentiles to perte Judaiſm, which 
they thought neceflary, and he himſelf had not as 
yer declar'd againſt, or diſapproved. 

Since, then, the Scxibes and Phariſees, were not 
themſelves the Children of Hell, for their being 
Jews, and for belicving Moſes and the Prophets, 
tubmicting ro Circumciſion, and oblerving the 
whole Law ; we arc not to think, their Prole- 
lyres and Converts, became Children of Hell, 
by 
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by becoming Jews, and much leſs doubly fo, and 
worſe than their Converters. Bur we muſt needs 
remember; that the'Sctibes 2nd” Phariſees, are eve- 
ry where reprefented by Chrift, as the great Cor- 
rupters of the Jewiſh Faich. They had ſoglols'd, 
and commented upon the Scriptures, that Truth 
wasobſcurd. agd loft under chem : they had fo 
darkned Prophecies, that they had wholly laid a- 
fide the expectation of their Completion, ar their 
r times and ſeaſons, or applied them ſo to 
orher matrers, chat the People were diverted co 
Obje&ts, they had nothing to do with, and could 
not look to the things that moſt concern'd them : 
they had fuperinduc'd ſuch a world of Rites and 
Ceremonies, to thoſe that Moſes had commanded 
chem, (wich one would have thought had been 
enow ) that Moſes would himſelf have hardly 
known his own Inſticution; and they were into. 
lerably troublefome by a moſt fanciful ſignifi- 
cance, and became through weakneſs and (uper- 
ſicious fear, fo neceſlary in the moſt common 
Actions of Lite, that they were look'd upon as 
rts of their Religion; and Men became de- 
fil'd and abominable by Neglect of them, and 
pure and holy by a nice Obſervance of them : 
they had made ſuch an Expoſition on the Com- 
mandments, that a Man might almoſt keep every 
one of them in breaking them, Our Saviour tells 
them, 
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them, they had made them of nane effe&, through 
their traditions : and a great part of his Bufinels 
' was, to bring them again to their Old Senſe and 
Signification; his Sermons were divided betwix: 
Ye have beard of old, and — but I ſay unto you other- 
wiſe. 

In a Word, The Corruptions that reigned, 

and had done fo a great while before, a 
the Jews, were incredibly great, and moſt de- 
mor And, in truth, their Practice went 
and in hand with them ; their Doctrines were 
exaatly calculated for Eaſe and Liberty, and for 
Indulgence to Vice and all Enormities. Our Sa- 
viour hated Sin, with the moſt mortal Hatred, 
becauſe he knew the Miſchief that it did to thoſe 
he loved, and knew what it, at kength, would 
coſt him; bur never did a holy Prophet reac 
Sinners with more Mildneſs, Pity, and Good- 
Nature, with leſs Upbraidings and Reproaches, 
than he, where he diſcern'd the leaſt Relencing, 
Tenderneſs, or Inclination to Goodneſs. And 
therefore, one may ealily believe, That where 
he is moved to ſpeak the ſharpeſt and ſeverelt 
chings, and to denounce (uch Wo and Wrath, 
there was the greateſt Cauſe, and juſtelt Provo- 
catioa for it, that could be; and therefore we 
may well conclude, the Scribes and Phariſces 
were certainly the worſt and wickedeſt of ' Men. 
This 
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This we may take for granted, becauſe the Gol. 
ls are ſo full of it. 

But what is the Connexion betwixt their being 
ſo wicked, and their Proſelytes being as bad, or 
much worſe 2 with ſome Probality this, — that 
they who were themlelyes ſo tainted and corrupr- 
ed bak in Principles and PraRice, would infulc 
the ſame corrupt Principles into their Diſciples, 
and form them to the ſame Prattice with them- 
ſelves. They would deliver them the Lavy of 
Moſes, the Leſſons of the Prophets, and the Sum 
of the Jewiſh Faith, as they themſclves had learnt 
ic, with all che falle Glolles, crifling Comments, 
unwarrantable Additions, wicked Diſtin&ions, 
Relaxations, Diſpenlations of Dury, Commuraci- 
ons for Negle&; and, in a Word, with the whole 
corrupted Mals of their Traditions ; which made 
the Jewiſh Church, at this Time, ſuch an Abomi- 
nation to Chriſt. There was all the Likelihood 
in the World, chat People fo very looſe and wick- 
ed, would propagate their Errors and Corruprti- 
ons; and the Diſciples then muſt needs be as 
wicked as their Maſters. 

To lay the- Prolelytes would be twofold more 
the Children of Hell, than they who made chem 
Prolelyres, is an exaggerating Speech, and rather 
condemns the Matlters than the Scholars: They 
who pretended {o' much Zeal, would teach the 
Geniiles ſuch a. DoRrine 'as would leave them 
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worle than it found them ; it would pervert their 
very natural Principles: and that which true Rea» 
lon would inſtruct them in, and urge them to 
dp, would be defeated by Traditions of their 
Maſters, and falle Expolitions of Command- 
ments which came indecd from God. 

[ will give an Inſtance or two of this, becauſe 
it is of Moment. We are made by God, by ſtand- 
ing in need of one anothers Afliltance, to love 
one another, and to do cach other all good Offices, | 
in this we arc inſtructed by the Light of Nature, | 
and when we are ſecure our (elves, we need no 
Command of God, to carry us to the helping o- | 
thers in Diftrels ; we do it of our own accord, and | 
condemn our (elves in the Neglect of it, tf we cao- | 
not make ſoine goed Exeulc. This natural Obli- | 
gation the Jews deliver'd themſelves from, by & 
pounding ſome Commands of God,which forbad 
them claſer Cammerce than ordmary wieh idola- 
trous Nations, for fear of being infe-ted with theu | 
abominable Practices, to ſuch a rigarous and un | 
realonable Extremity of keeping Diſtance, that | 
they would not ſo much as do the common Off: | 
ces of Humanity to any but Jews; they: would 
lee a Heathen periſh for want of neceſlaries, rather 
than ſupply him wich them ; they would no fo ! 
much as o_ kindly,nor ſpeak a good word, much * 
leſs beſtow a "gy en any. one but Jews. They! 
were remarkable for their moroſe, and ſullen, and! 
ll-nacur 9) 
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i1l-natur'd Manners, and were equally hated and 
deſpiſed by all the World that knew them. This 
was not owing to Nature nor to Gods Commands, 
if rightly underſtood, but to a falſe and corrup: 
Expoſition of them, begun in Error, and continu'd 
on by naughty Cuftom, and became in cime a 
venerable Tradition. 

That which follows is much worſe. The Light 
of Nature teaches all che World, without a pol1- 
tive Command of God, to fuccour and ſupport 
our Parcars in Neceſſity, whether driven co ic by 
Age, lafirmicies, by Lofles or Misfortunes; 'tis cer- 
tainly our common Duty to do it, and nothin 
can diſpenſe with it, according to our Abilities : 
but the Jews determin'd, that if a Man had devo- 
ted his Eſtate to che Ule of the Temple, or any 
part of Gods Service, he was then acquitted of his 
Duty to his Parents: and if they came to him in 
acyer ſo great Diſtreſs, and begg'd his Help, he 
might aniwer them, No, it is Corban, that Eftate 
with which I might have profited you, is dedica- 
ted now to God by Vow, and [ can do you no 
farther Service. Thws, ſaith our Lord, have ye made 
the Commands of God, of no effeft or Obligation, by 
your Traditions, Thele are plain Inſtances how the 
Light of Nature may be extinguiſh'd by preten- 
ded Revelation : and as plain Proofs that ſuch a 
reveal'd Religion (6. e. corrupted (o) is worſe than 
Gentiiſm; corrupting their natural Notions of 
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Good and Evil, and putting chem on Practices, 
that Reaſon, whillt untainted, would abhor. 

But if theſe words are to be underſtood exact- 
ly in the Letter, that the Proſelyres would become 
much worle than they who gaia'd them over, (of 
which I chink there is no necefſicy) thea we may 
ſay, chat ſo our Saviour law it would actually be, 
tho' he afbgn'd no. realon why ir would-be fo : 
but this we alſo may ourſelves obſerve, that ſo it 
ſometimes happens, that People exceed their Ma- 
ſters and Corrupters, in their own wicked way ; 
and out-do their Originals, becoming themſelves 
Examples, and great Models of Perfeftion, in cor- 
rupt and ſinful Praftices. Bur as it is caſter much, 
ſo it is more probable, co think, our Saviour in- 
rended, by this ſevere and angry Scheme of Speech, 
ro ſay the Scribes and Phariſees, notwithſtanding 
all their Zeal for Converſion of Gentiles, had 
better have ler them alone, for that, being them- 
ſclves ſo abominably Corrupt, they could not bur 
make their Proſelyres more wicked than they 
tound them, and as bad as themſelves, and conſe- 
quencly make them liable to greater Wrath and 
Puniſhment, than they had been, had they. conti- 
nued. in their Ignorance and Darkneſs. 

II. Ler us (ee, in the ſecond place, what Uſe we 
may make of theſe Matters. And that will be, ar 
| this time, to obſerve thele Two things : Firſt, 

That wicked Men may be as full of Zeal, as good 


ones, 
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ones, to propagate their Errors and Corruptions. 
And Secondly, That therefore Zeal is not of ir- 
ſelf to be regarded, bur with Reſpe to the Fnd 
ic aims at, the Means it uſes to accompliſh the 
End, and the Efef that is like to follow. 

Firſt, Wicked Men.may be as full of Zeal, as 
good Ones, to propagate their Errors and Cor- 
ruptions. Thele Sciides and Phariſces ſo often 
call'd upon by Chrilt (and always tor their Faults) 
were full of Zeal, for converting Gentiles ; and 
this 1s the more oblervable, in that there is no 
Command in all tte Jewiſh Law, obliging the 
Jews to labour for the Converſion of the Gentiles, 
a certain Sign, this Law was not intended to be 
the Randing Rule, aad the Religion of the whole 
World. There is indeed Wes, made in (c- 
veral places of the Law, how to receive and uſe 
Strangers, in cale they were willing to become 
Jews; and in.the Goth. of 1/aiah, there is a large 
Prophecy, that Kings, and Nations, and many 
People ſhould be gather'd to them; which may 
partly be applied to the Jewiſh State, beforeChriſt's 
coming, tho' much more properly and truly to the 
Church of Chriſt. Butthere, was. no Commaad of 
God to ſer the. Jews upon this Work of gaining, 
them : and therefore the Zeal of doing it was lo. 
much greater, in being voluntary ; and morcover, 
this their Zeal was accompanied with: many Dif- 
ficultjes, and Hazards, it coſt them. Time, and 


Pains, 
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Pains, and much Money ; ſuch Undertakings re- 

uire them all ; they compaſs Sea and Land to gain 
a Proſelyte. No dangers frightned them, they left 
their Native Country, their Parents and Relations, 
their Eaſe, Eſtate, and all Conveniencies of Life, 
to enter on a ſtrange Climate, unuſual Diet, and 
a new way of living ; they ventur'd on unknown 
Countries, People of a new Tongue, new Cu- 
ſtoms, and new Manners ; and it may be where 
there were inhoſpitable Laws, and rigorous Edits 
againſt Forcigners, and Death itfelf denounc'd ro 
fuch as would dare ro decry the Religion, Gods, 
and Worſhip ot the Country,and introduce a new 


© paar bur neither the Storms and Tem- 


petts in their Paſſage, nor Death in all irs frighcful 
Shapes at Sea, nor all the Hazards of their Land- 
ing, and Concinuing in a ſtrange Country, could 
hinder them from coming to Convere them : 
No Confiderations could abate their Zeal : rhe 
defire' they had of doing them the greateſt Good 
imaginable, carried it above their Securiry and 
Selt-Love, and private Intereſt, and all their Fears 
of Death and Danger. | 

Here is One among us that pretends to preach 
up Reformation, and exclaims upon the grear 
Corruption of Faith and Manners that prevails a- 
mong us,and eſpecially his Superiours,the Scribes, 
and Pharifces, and Elders: He pretends above 
all others, thathis ſole Aim is the Glory of God, 


and 
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and the good of Mankind : but, do the Pains he 
takes, the Hardſhips he ſuſtains, his redious Jour- 
nyings by Land, or his perilous Voyages by Sea, 
do theſe give Teltimony to his Zeal and good 
Deſigns ? Are theſe like the laborious and hazar- 
dous Undertakings of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who compals Sea and Land ro make a Profelyrte, 
who think that all is well beſtowed, it they = 
ather up but one ſtraying Sheep into < 
Fold of God's Pulp "M— 

This was the Zeal of thoſe, againſt whom the 
Woin the Text is denounced : they were, with 
all chis Zeal, moſt wicked and corrupt People ; 
and, I think, | need not ſpend time, in ſhewing 
that Zeal is common to all Men, of all Parties 
and Condinons, and is never, in ttfelf, a Token of 
either a good or a bad Man, or of a good or bad 
Cauſe, or Deſign ; it i a natural fervour and 
warmth of Temper, rais'd higher than ordinary 
by ſome particular Confiderations; and apt to be 
{0 rats'd,. by that readine(s the Spirits and Blood 
are always m, to motion. And it has alwa 
been oblery'd, that the worlt Caufes and Defrgns, 
have been purſued. with vhe greateſt degrees ot 
Zeal, by the warft of Men : Whetherit be, thac 
good Men truft too far rothe Fruth and Juſtice of 
good Caules, believing their natural Force and 
Powerto be much preater than they are ; or that 
they think they are {o much the Care and Prote- 
ction 
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tion of God's Providence, that they may ſlacken 
their own diligence, and leaveic to him to ſecure, 
who loves their Caule, and is very able to look 
afrer it, and very much obliged, they think, in Ju- 
ſtice and Honour, to do it. Whatever it be that 
occaiions it, 'cis commonly enough {cen, that good 
People fall into Languors, Lukewarmnels, and In- 
difference ; and prolecute a good and righteous 
Cauſe, wich more Remiſlnels, and lels Zeal, than 
is truly reaſonable, or than becomes them : and 
that wicked People purſue their unjuſt Deſigns, 
and corrupt Intereſts, with ſuch intention of Zeal, 
ſuch Application, Diligence, and carnelt Solicicaci- 
on, that nothing can ſtand before them. Zeal 
therefore, of icſelt, tho' never fo paintul and.labo- 
rious, and running never {o great Hazards, is nor 
ro be regarded. 

But, in the Second place, Reſpe&t mult needs 
be had to the End it propoſes, the Means it pitches 
on, and the Effet that is like to follow. 

Firſt, We muſt look to the End that Zeal pro- 
poles, whether it be good, or bad, or mixt: the 
Pretence may be God's Glory,” and the Salvation 
of Souls, the bringing Pcaple to the knowledge 
of the Truth, and thecorrefting their bad Man- 
ners ; this is an Excellent and Noble End, and 
worthy of all the Zeal, and Pains, and Hazard, 
that a Man can take, and run ; buc this muſt be 
well look'd into, for this: is generally pretended 

to. 
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to by all Undertakers of Converfion, and-makes their 
way clear betore them ; and there is no doubt bur the 
Scribes and Phariſees recommended themſelves to their 
intended Prolelytes by thete Pretences, when yer, it 
we believe our Saviour, they thought of nothing leſs: 
They had other purpolcs, and were 01 oY other 
Morives,than God's Glory,andthe good of Souls; they 
had their own [nrereft, and Vain-glory, and the ma- 
king Parties. I ſeek not yours, but you, laith Sc. Pan! to 
the Corinthians. But there are Miffionaries,of another 
mind, that ſeck nor Souls, but Gain, or Men for their 
Eſtates ſake, and this is always to be well conſider'd, 
Look well about, what ſort of Countries theſe great 
Zealots chuſe for Conquelts, if ic be Tyre, or Sidon, 
or Damaſcus, rich-and trading Cicies, or ſome ob- 
ſcure, and poor, tho' popujous In land. places ; and 
to what ſort of People they apply themſelves, whe- 
ther che noble, generous, and wealthy, or to the 
2nd meaner ones. Mark if their Children ma ara 
wedeland, Denmark, Norway, Lapland, Ruſſia, or tothe 
poorer quarters of America, with ſo much haſt, and 
n ſuch Numbers, as to Mexico, Peru, the Eaſtern In- 
dies, and to England. See if the Glory of God, and good 
pt Souls, make ſo much noile in the cold and barren 
North, as they do in warmer richer Climats, where 
Men reward as well as God, and yer where Souls arc 
ll as valuable, and dear to Him, as m the Land of 
avilah, where there is Gold, and Bdellium, and the Onyx- 
tone. Look therefore well co this, before you ſo com- 
D mend 
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mend the Zeal of thole who compals Sea and Land, 
ro make a Prolelyre; fee if there be no [ntereſt at the 
bottom, 

Another End chat Men may have and lerve by thek: 
Converſions, is Vain-glory, the pride and pleature 0: 
being chought, and reported, ſo zealous of propaga- 
ting the Converſion ot the World, Ic is not to be 
tought, without ſearching carefully into the boctom 
of one's own heart, and obſerving narrowly the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of other People, what ſtrange and 
difficulc things, a Man's Vain-glory,and thirſt of Fame 
and Commendation will put him upon, and make 
him undergo ; what Pains and Labour he will be at, 
what Hardſhips he will ſuſtain, for the reward of 
empty Praiſe and Admiration : the Glory of excelliag 
other People, of being eminencly ſingular, and diſtin- 
guiſhing ones ſelf from the common Mals, hath occa- 
ton'd Men to run a thouſand hazards, both at Sea and 
Land, to do athouland wonders, and has written at 
leaſt a hundred thouſand Books. Let us make good 
ule of every thing we can, bur this light Fancy, is af 
great ingredient in. almoſt every human Compoſnion. 
When we go to reaſon, and think in carnelt, we cao 
hardly have che confidence to charge any oae, that he 
takes great pains and runs great hazard, to latisy i 
Vain-glory, and to obcain the Praile of doing {ome 
thing that other People do not, without intending 
any other beger.end': when yer, it the Man would 


{peak his mind freely, this principle is ſurely ac.the 
bot- 
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botrom. Imake no other uſe of this ſad Truth, at th is 
time, than to ſuppoſe that Men may be ftirr'd, even 
to undertake the beſt Deſigns, by the defire of Praiſe 


and Glory, Approbation and Eſteem, and to be 


0! | k 

_ thought lo zealous of God's honour and Man's good, 
+ i co venture Life and Liberty co promote 'em, with- 
WM out incending them in carneſt. 1 ſee no reaſon to con- 
. clude better of the Miſſionaries concern'd in the Text, 
q © cbeir whole deſign being ro make a good Appearance, 


and to ſhew well co the World, and to be praiſed of 
Men : and the taking ſo much Pains, and running {o 
much Hazard, by compaſling Sea and Land to make 
4 a Prolelyte, was as likely ro make a ſhew of true Zeal, 
- W 20d gain them the Admiration of the World, as any 
b thing elſe, choſe things being the Tokens, that Men are 
truly in earneſt. 

F The making Parries, is alſo another End, that de- 
ſigning People may poſſibly aim at, even in making 
| Converts ; this indeed does uſually follow, whether 
a 

n. 
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Men deſign it or no, the Profelytes do generally ad- 
here to their Converters Intereſt and Party, withgreat 
Good-will, with the utmoſt Zeal and Pertinaciry 
and are evermore the warmelt in defending their 
New Choice, and in promoting it, and in with- 
ſanding,and bearing down all its Oppolers. This was 
found true in the Apoſtles days; and Juſt Martyr 
- WF complains of ic in his; and all Men have obſerv'd that 
the new Convetts are ſtill the forwardeſt, and moſt 


preſumptuous, flaming with Zeal, as it they were to 
| Ds redeem 
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redeem the time of their Ignorance paſt, make an a- 
ronement for their former oppoſition, or negle& of 
Truch, and by ſomething excraordinary, convince the 
World of the ſincerity and earneſt of cheirConverſion, 
making ſuch quick advances,and luch torward paces, 
that they may never think of cooling and retiring, 
This temper is exceeding fit for Parties, and @ rarc 
Spirit, for purſuing worldly Intereſts : and theretote 
they who have deligns of luch a fort, to (erve, cannot 
do better than to make as many Prolelytes as they can 
co their Religion, who are thereby engag'd molt 
deeply in their Interefts. 

Nexct to the End of Zeal, we arc to conſider the 
Means it uſes to attain it: For true Religion will noc 
be bcholden to Evil, to obcain the, good it aims at; it 
acts moſt uniformly with itſelf, and pitches ypon 
means exactly juſt and honeſt ; ir precends not to 
lanRify, by uſing them, means that arc in themalel ves 
unkhallowed and abominable.; buc takes the courſes 
that are betore acknowledg'd to be jult,and reaſonable 
and lawtul, ro compals ics end by. If the Glory of 
God and the good of Souls, be the true-cnd of thoſe | 
who would convert, and make Proſclytes ; +he means 
mult not be luch as would dihonour God and preju- 
dice a Soul, difinterels'd and reaſonable, againſt chem. ij 
There mult be nothing of talſhood, cruelty, impuri- | 
ty, Or impiety in them ; for each of them are unwor- 
thy of God, and uobecoming a good Religion. There 
muſt be nothing contrary to our natural Notices ; no- | 
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thing contrary to our Senſes; nothing contrary to the 
common Notions all Men have of good and-evil. 
Whoever, ina word, to bring a Man to his Religion, 
will uſe ſuch means as that Religion does itſelf abhor 
and forbid, is nor acted, certainly by the true Spicit of 
thac. Religion, bur by miſtaken Zeal, ac leaſt, if nor 
ſome worſe Principle. Buc becauſe a Man, before he 
be a-Profelyre, will hardly underſtand thorowly what 
that Religion forbids, or admits of, he will be ſafe e- 
nough in rejecting that Religion, that countenances 
Falſhood, Inhumanicy, impure PraCtices, or any 
thing that ſtands condemn'd by the Light of Nature, 
and the common Reaſon of Mankind. 
And ſo, one may lay, in ihe laſt place, if the calc, 
natural, or common Efetts of the Principles of Reli- 
on be like ro be diſhonowrable to God, and unwor- 
thy of ſo goed a name, we may conclude againſt ic, 
and condema che Zeal that would promote it. For 
true-Religion never can, in itfelt, or jult Conlequence, 
ether di{honour God, -er-do Miſchief co Mankind. 
la paſling our Judgraent therefore upon Zeal, we 
moſt goc barely regard the Pains it takes, nor the Ha- 
zards it runs, in Compaſiing Sea and Land ro make 
Wl Prolclyres, bur ſerioully reſpedt the End ie truly aims 
I at (not what ic preteads) the Means it uſes ro compals 
that End by, and che Effects that are likely to follow. 
All theſe chings muſt be confider'd, when we would 
underſtand, wherher the Zeal of making Profelyres, 
be truly good and laudable; forif either the End be 


naught, 
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naught,or the Means unlawful,or the natural EfeFs of 
ſuch Converſion, be the Corruption of good Manners, 
the Pains and Labours bf theſe Mifſionaries, and the 
Hazards they run, are no good Arguments in their be- 
half. For the Scribes and Phariſees took all theſe pains, 
and ventur'd all theſe Hazards, and yer were Hypecrues: 
they compaſs d Sea and Land, to make a Proſelte, andall 
they did by it,was, that they made him worſe than he 
was before, and worle, if it could be, than Themſetves, 
This is the Uſe we may make, at this rime, of theſe 
Words'of Chrift. 

HI. The Application of what has been ſaid, to the 
Occaſion of our preſent Meering,may be this. We are 
to give God Thanks tor the Deliverance of this Nati- 
on heretofore, from the Contrivance and Deſign of 
wicked Papilts, ro murder King and Prince, Biſhops 
and Judges, Lords and Commons,met in Parliament, 
all at one Blow. A Work of the moſt deviliſh and de- 
liberate Malice, quickelt Execution, and molt dread- 
ful Conſequence, that can be thought upon. And, 
in the next place, to give God Thanks for a Deliver. 
ance of the Nation, of a freſher Date, from the De- 
ſigns of che ſame Party, to deſtroy the Eftabliſhed 
Church, (for they pretended Kindnels to the reft, and 
they believ'd them) to overturn our Laws, and go- 
vern by a Force that we were Strangers to. Of theſc 
rwo Dcliverances, the Firlt was accompliſh'd on this 
Day, by the Diſcovery of the Powder Plot. The Se- 
cond was begun by the King's Arrival on our Shoars, 
in 


=” White-Hall, November 6. 423 


in order to preſerve our Church, to ſettle and confirm 
our Laws, and to have us govern'd by them. Theſe 
wo Deliverances happening on the lame day, we arc 
to give God Thanks tor both of 'em ar the ſametime. 
Now both theſe dangerous Seaſons, and all that came 
between them, were entitely owing to that intempe- 
rate, reſtleſs Zeal for Our {Ants = Avith which 
theſe Children of the Scribes agd Phariſces, inceflancly 
perſue us; and for which they compals Sea and Land. 
And ſince there is no Plea, that ſooner,makes them 
way, and gains them, a moxe fayourable, Admiſſion, 
nothing that prepoſleſſes Peoples Minds. with kinder 
Prejudice, than ſeeing the Voyages and Journeys that 
they cake from forein Countries, their Perils by Water, 
and Perils by Land, their Perils from Strangers, and 
Perils from their. 0wn.Countrymen, from .Clamour, 
and 111-will, and Penal Laws, and all to gain a Soul 
co God, and the true Religion; I thought ic nor amils, 
to ſhewy you, what a Zeal the Scribes and Phariſees 
had to make Proſelyres, in the:like manner, and what 
Pains they alſo taok ro compals Sea and Land, for 
the lame Purpoſe,and yer were Hypocrices themlel ves, 
and Corrupters of thole they would convert ; and 
tat therefore Zeal alone was not to be regarded, 
without the Conſideration of the End, the Means, 
and probable Effefts of ſuch Converſton. Le: us, to 
ſave a Jiccle time, ſuppole theſe Emiſlaries, who are, 
in proper time and place, as ſharp and avaricious as 
the Jews, or Bauian Merchants, the Maſters of- Sedui- 

on, 
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on, Turbulence, and Fa&tion, and the greateſt Sclt- 
admirers in the World; let us ſuppoſe them, for once, 
ro be, with reſpe& to us, the moſt diſ-interels'd, un- 
- deſigning, open, modeſt, humble Men, that can be; 
and to have no other Aim or End, than the Glory of 
God, and the Salvation of Engliſh Sorls : yer, what 
ſhall we do rojuſtihe che Mears they take to compals 
this End by 2- Will che Good End ſanCtific Fatſhood, 
Villany, and Treachery, the deſtruction of all our Li- 
berties and Civil 'Rights, the Overthrow of all our 
Laws, and the delivering us up a'Prey to che Iaſolence 
of arbitrary Power? And if this cannor be brought 
about by civil means, by artful Management, and me- 
chods of Perſuaſion; will it juftify ſuch wicked Cour- 


ſes, and ſuch inhumane Cruelrties, as were defign'd this 
day, to pt an End to fo many great and precious 
Lives, among us ? Was this the way to ſave 10 Souls 
of thoſe intended Vietimes? Had they been purify'd 
by this ſtrange Fire, and fitted for the Mercies of the 
_ The End, I donbr,maſt be forgocren here, 


and this mult be their way to bring their Children unto 
God, however ill it go with the Parents. But 
will the Children be inclin'd ”w think theſe means are 
r for Converfton, and ting a good O- 
En in them of the Religion beer hl are in- 
vited 2 Whar fort of Gods it, that 1s delighted with 
theſe humane Sacrifices? Does ſuch a ſanguinary Do- 
Qrin ſuit with Chriſt, who daims from God his Fa- 
cher and from » ol and tender Virgin: Mother? Will 
Ee. - 5 
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Children be induc'd to leave the merciful good Prin- 
ciples of Natural Religion, for thee moſt violent and 
brutal ones of a pretended Revelation? Can theſe a- 
bominable Cruelties make any other Impreſſions on 
the Standers by, than thole of Hatred and Abhorrence, 
and a Reſolution of flying from them as foon as pol- 
lily they can? The Nero's and the Maximins, the De- 
c« and the Drocleſtans thought this Way, and took theſe 
Methods to extirpate Chit Religion; they were moſt 
appily miſtaken. But who fray, chink,that Chriſtians, 
knowing this ſhould fall in with the ſame courſes, wich. 
juſt the contrary Deſign 2 Who would ſuſpect Religion 
{ſhould be' planted, ſettled, and confirm'd by Violeace, 
by its great Friends, when its great Enemies ule the fame, 
to root it up, and deſtroy ir? And yet we may dety the 
whole World to give us an Example, (one Example) 
where Popery could, with its own lecurity, have ruin d 
and deſtroy'd ſuch as would not ſubmit themlelves to 
it, and did not, Popery is really an Uſurpation on Chri- 
Rianity, and like Uſurpers, lives within ics Guards, [n- 
quiſicors and Dragoons ; it ſertles and ſupports itlelt, by 
Gibbers, Axes, Halters, by Fire and Sword, and all the 
Inſtruments ot Death,and cruel Executions. As I know 
there is no Encouragement to thele Proceedings, from 
Chriſts Religion, lo I would only ask them Reparations 
for the great Scandal and Diſhonours they do hereby to 
Natural Religion, and to the common Principles of Rea- 
lon, and pmie Humanity, 


E Let 
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Let us ſee, in the laſt place, if the Efets be an- 
(werable to the Pains that are taken,for our Converſion, 
when they rake Place. Bow is the matter mended with 
1:42 How is the Glory of God promoted, or the Good 
of Mankind, or the Salvation of Souls furthoa'd > Do 
they tell us any thing of God che Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, that is conrain'd in the Scriptures, which we did 
not believe before > Have they one Articſe of Faich, of 
Chrifts making, that we receive not equally with them : 
Or, in the point of Duty and good Morals, is there one 
Command of Chriſt that he enjoyns to do, but we ac- 
knowledg we ſhould do it; or one ching he prohibits 
us, but what we own we ſhould abſtain from? 'To whac 
new Rule muſt we {ubmir and turn ? If that be not true 
Chriſtianity, to believe all that our Lord enjoyns us to 
believe, cither by himſelf or his Apoſtles, co do what- 
ever he commands, and to omit whatever he prohibits, 
to make the Word of God the Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners, to live in Union and Communion with our Pa- 
ſtors, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, rightly ordain'd, (e- 
ven by our Adverſaries themfelves ac firſt, if char will 
pleaſe) and in Love and Charicy with one another ; it 
this be not true Chriſtianity, and indeed enough, where 
are we like to learn whar is? and it it be, to = are we 
converred bur to Party? Is God more honour'd by pray- 
ing to Saints and Angels, than to him alone + Do we 
much glorihe our Lord, by making a thouland Mcedia- 
rours of Interceſſion for us, as well as He 2 Do we Ho- 
nour and much Pleaſure to a Jealous God, to pray to 

any 
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ny of his Servants, for the ſame Favours and like Gra- 
ces, that we ask of him ? Does he regard us more for 
kneeling down and offering up our Prayers,not ro ſay 
lacenle, before an Idol or an [mage ? Does he delight ra- 
cher to hear his People pray in an unknown Tongue, 
:han with their Underttanding ? Or is he better pleaſed 
with the retrenclung of the Cup, than with his own [n- 
ſiucion ? 1 have neither Mind nor Leiſure to fpeak co 
te Particulars in which we differ, the Diminutions and 
the Additions they have made from and to Chriſts Re- 
gion, in both which true Popery conſiſts. Ir is only to 
1 preſent Purpole, to ſay, that there is not one point 
| crue Popery, that can make a Man a truer Belicyer,or 
> better Man, than he was before, in our Communion. 
nd theretore, to what are we to be converted > Whar 
ave we to believe, or what to practice, bur what we 
pwn our ſelves obliged ro do betore. 

How long chen, ſhall we bear chefe Scribes and Pha- 
tiers among us, that are not only unneceſſary, bur per- 
icious to 115? One would have thought, that the Con- 


rivance of this Day had lo juſtly provoxd our Ance- 
© Mtors, char they would never more have ſuffered [uch [n. 
- {Wcodianies amonght us ; bur-have exccuced conſtantly, 
© We Laws racy had juſtly made againft chem. * Tis ber- 
" Wer indeed co repent of Mercy ſhewn, than of Severity, 
© WH: tis not good co repent of that roo often : Inſtead of 
” {Wu and fecurny gain'd by this Relaxation and Remiſ- 
- {Won oi Penal: Laws, the Nation gave this Faction Breath 
0 WW atv Spiric. Unlcalonable Condelcenfions do lome- 
Y times 
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28 
times provoke to greater Inſolence; and Mercy ill dir 
(pleaſed, i. e. to vile ungenerous Spirits, is look'd upon 


he, 
as Fear, and encourages to bolder Undertakings. 'Tiz 


now ſome g5 Years ſince this Conlpiracy was to have 
taken place, yer from that Day to this, they have nor: 
loſt a foot of Ground among Us in their general Inte- 
reſt ; yer from that Day to this, they have been digging 
down ourWalls and Fences, and nnderminiag our Secu- 
rity; contriving the Deſtruction both of Church and 
State. The Nation was delivered on the 5th. of No- 
vember, and on the 6th. we may well preſume they be- 
gan again to carry on the ſame Deſign of ruining our 
Peace, by other Methods,which they have purſued,even 
to this Day. Our Hiſtories, and our Memories, are full 
of the Diſturbance they have given us ; they have con- 
tributed, no lels than all they could, to the Misfortune 
both of Prince and People ; they occaſion'd a world 
of troubles ro One,and terribly embroyl'd Another, and 
to a Third, their Kindnels, Favour, and Aſſiſtance were 
as fatal, as their Malice, and Oppoſition could have 
deen, had they carried them never ſo high. Then did 
this lucky Day ſhine bright again, and brought a new 
Deliverance to the Nation ; but, would rhey make i 
only a Deliverance trom a preſent Storm ot Violence, 
that was ready to pour upon us ? Our Enemies live a 
g2in, and are mighty , it thunder'd for a Day or two, 
and they were frightned, and retir'd into their dark Re 
ceſſes, but when the noiſe was over,they return'd again : 
their old Buſineſ(s,our Converhion ; and have ſince tha: 
beet 
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been buſie at it, in deſpite of all our Lawsand Statutes ; 
we are indeed delivered from their open inſults, we 
would be alſo from their ſecret underminings,fromtheir 
ſeduQion of our People, their leadmg captive ſally Women, 
and ſuch as are ladeu with divers lufts. What do they here, 
in a place, where they acknowledge no King,no Church, 
no Chriſtians, but themfclves and Party, unleſs it be to 
give us all theſe things, they think we want > Why do 
they haunt our Sick, frequent our Prifons, and creep in- 
to Pcoples Houles, raiſc falſe Reports, derrat from our 
Advantages, exaggerate our Misfortunes, and reproach 
our Government 2. In a word, to compleat our Delive- 
rance, we would intreat thoſe Sons of Zeal, to return a- 
gain unto their Holy City, and both for ours, and for 
their own lake, to ſpare their painful Compaſlings of 
Sea and Land, to gain a Prolelyre, ſince they make him, 
thereby, a worſe Chriſtian, and a worſe SubjeR, than 
they tn him. 


—— 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Sermon preach'd- Auguſt the 4th. 1700. | a 
occaſion of the Death of bis Flighneſs the Duke of 


Glouceſter. By Ar, Fleerwood, Prined for C. Harper. 
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